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I
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J act Cunni ngham.
• Joseph Benabe!7

NOv ~9 1921

,or more than 200 years. the Hudson's Bay Company
maintained a monopoly over the greater part of what is oow
Canada•. The monopoly was so far reaohing that the faotors.
or representatives of the great oompany. held the power of
life or death over all of those who 1ived wi thin reaQh of
the trading posts.

But. in 1870. the ag1 tat ion against thi. monopoly
became so strong that the compaIW surrendered it. oharter in
exchange for oertain property in an around the trading posts
and at other points in the Dominion.

However. there were oertain of the factors who did
not give up their autooratic powers--largely au they
were proteoted from the .oruti~ of civil rule by humdred.
of miles of untried wildernesl. rhese faotors. until a few
years ago, still exercised the prorogatives of an absolute
monarch without thought of the Canadian parliament or itsla... ~h1s state of affairs was oot concJonec1 by the board
of direotors at Hudson'. Bay House in London, but it was said
in some quarters that the owners of the oompaq did not take
serious steps to stop the autocratio exeroi e of an illegal
authority on the part of their servants.

In time there were 121 of these trading posts flung
in an irregular ohain aoross the frozen bo BOm of the Borth,
some inside the Arctio Circle and some far to the south o~ it.

At the t 1me of the surrender of the charter which
had been granted by King Charle to his relative, Prinoe
Rupert. and "that 0 Ilpa~ of ae.ohant -aelve nn.rers trad 1118
into Hudson's Bay", tbltre re men kDown as free tradars, who
were trading with the Indians in defiance of the oompaq. In
some looalities, whioh wera near eno to civilisation for
the force of publio 0 inion to r h and lq hold OD arbitrary
faotors, the free trader 1 d a oomparatively hapPJ existenoe.
But, in place remote trom the ettlements. the free trader

, followed a oalling fraught with great daI@ar.
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The servants of the oompany harrassed him on every side and
warned him from the oountry. If he oontinued to defy the
ediots of the factor, he finally was apprehended, brought
before the factor and treated to a one-Sided trail at the
end of which he was oonvioted and Bent forth into tl:e
wi derness. Before he was released, however, he was de
prived of his gun and all provisions save a small bundle of
food--that being the sop ...hioh the factor grudgingly threw
to eODstituted law and order, in that it could not be said
the prisoner had been stripped of everything.

This procedure was called "La Longue Traverse" or
the "Journey of Death. That suoh a mode of punishment
existed was denied by the oompaIW officials and employae~,

but the rumors persisted that suoh was the truth. However,
if it .as true, precaution wae taken that it did not become
common rumor. It was said that the viotim of the long
traverse never reached ciVilization in case he was a man of
intelligenoe and likely to reach official ears ~th his
st01'7. The faotor's Indian h.nchmen saw to it that, if the
rigors of the Wilderness failed to finish the exhausted
voyageur, a rifle bullet did. It was :tu.rtbBr said that no
orders were ever given. The fao.or merely drove the hapless
free trader from the post and his Indians followed without any
instructions.

Our story conoerns two men who were sentenced to the
journey of death--a father and son.

At B'ort Rupert, where the st01'7 opens, Graham St....art,
a y u.ng man ...ith a Wife and son in the settlements, had been
chief trader for some time. Dl ring his inoumbency, Galen
Albret, the factor, a man of middle age, had gone to W1nn.pag
and IIII.rri.d a Wife ~ years his jUDior. He had brought
llodie to the fort where she soon began to droop. h. loved her
powerful, hard hitting, but tender husband, but she longed for
the companionship of men and women ~ her own age an.d IVmpathi.s.
In Graham St.wart she found suoh an one--but their friendship
was more of the brother-sister kind. There was no hint of love.

Bow.ver, Andre L.voy, a crooked metis employ. of the
post, had begun to fear Steward and desired to get rid of him.
So he began to poison the tI1.nd of Galen Albret--to 8118gest a
liaison between Elodie and Graham. Albr.t, aroused to that
j.alouq whioh 'is almost al ays in the heart of the an who
married a woman muoh younger than hims lt, thought to force
Graham from the po st. He wrote to the headquarters of the
company in canada suggesting tbat the position of chief trader
could be dispeneed ...ith at I'ort Rupert.

The n1ght the 0 om IW 's reply came, st ....ard caught
Levoy hiding away furs ...hioh he bad stolen from the oompaq.
Levoy pleded for m rcy, giving as his exouse that his wage s
were small and his ife and boy bad be n ill all "'inter.
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stewart's heart was touohed and he agreed not to tell
Albret provided Levoy would leave the oompa~ and never
attempt to get employment with it again. Levoy promised and
stewart told him to return the fUrs.

Returning to the factor's living room, stewart
found the mail had been brought by a courier des bois. In the
mail, he found a match safe with his name engraved upon it. He
showed this to Elodie. Her excitement am delight over this
present which proved to be tram stewart's Wife and boy further
inflamed the wrath of .llbret. Thus it was that .11 bret found
satisfaction in showing a letter from the company to stewart.
In it, stewart learned that his position as ohief trader was
no more--that he was to report to another post where II something"
would be found for him to do.

Graham refused to accept the situation and told
Albret that he would quit the compa~ and get baoking as a free
trader. Albret exhibited no interest in stewart's plans what
ever. Steward left the post.

In the years t.hat followed, ..lodie !lbret died and
left a little daughter. !his daughter beoame the apple of
Albret's eye. stewart beoame a tree trader and was UDIDOlested
by &n7 of the oompalV' , s feotor8 until he encroaohed upon the
domain of Galen .llbret. !h8n he eDOountered trouble. He was
lured from his trading station by a trick, his oamp was burned
and his rifle stolen. He was l.n to try the 10118 traTerse.
Be did not reaoh the 8ettlellents, b aU8e Levo)' followed and
shot him.

That same sprins, stewart's wife cUed. The ri1ght
she 187 UDder the light of the candles, Bed stewart, her twleve
year old son, heard the story of how his father' 'body waa
found b~' a woocleman who arl'ived in the 8ettl eDt wi th the
match safe and other trinkets taken from stewart's oloth •
The wood_an .ade it plain that the ..nner of Stewart' 8 death
never would be known.

•
Beaide hi8 mother's bed, B d Steward knelt and

an oath to search his father' 8 enemies and kill them.

The ye
~ollo..d in th 1'0
But, he fo ht on roader Ii
of me proportion8 and e t li
the trail leading to nJuror' Bou e.
Indian tra pe and. tra ed tor th
Hudson'a Post to the Borth.

en .llbret, the head f otor nJuror' Boue
heard of this and sent Plaoid , one of hia oouriers de bois, with
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a band of Indians and Aohil1e Pioard, a french Canadian employe,
to oapture Ned Trent, as yonnd Steward was now known. The)'
attaohed Ned, but he eluded them and would have esoaped except
that Aithi11e Pioard fell into the lake and would have been
drowned but for Bed I B help. Ned has exposed himself to capture
and thus saved a life.

then Bed arrived at the trading post, he saw ":Virginia
Albret for the first time. She saw in him the embodiements of
romanoe, for good-looking yo"ng men were scaroe in the vicinity
of the ~rigid Zone. She beoame infatuated at once.

ed defied Albret and Albret deferred judgment on his
oase. When Bed found himsel~ free to ro the environs of the
post, he sought .lohi11e Pioard. Achille told Bed that he
believed Albret was going to look him up until the ooming o~

winter am then send him out on the Long Traverse. Aohil1e
wanted to get Ned a gun, but he did not dare. He told ed that
he might as we 11 bave been drowned- in the lake as to get a gun.

Then ed had an idea. He belie ed that he oould g _ad
Albret to the white heat of anger where the older man would send
him out at once and that he might get a rifle in the meantime.

He ent in to bait Galen to the po at of ~urt. but was
progressing badl)' when Virginia oame in. Bed aaw that he had
faaoinated Virginia and he made quiok love to her under the
glowering e)"EJ of Galen. !hen he kiaaed her and Galenle wrath
named to the point where he oal1ed in Plaoide and othera orderi~

thea to prepare to Bend ed out on the Long ~erae--a _thoa of
punishment whioh he had deniea to exillt an hour previoue17.

ea nt outaide aDd met Aohill near t e .iD4o. o~ the
room in whioh Virginia was a then 8Il1liug, UJU1, the 8p. 1
of that well-re embered ki a. ed told Aohille that he believed
he tne where he oould get a ri~le. Aohille, 1Ibo 8 b7 n of
being the humble squire of hi8 princeaa, Virginia, enaea t
was in the .ind and bided hi time. Aobi1l waa torn between hia
10 ve for Virginia ana his ~ ling '1 grat i tude 0 ea.

that evening, Bed 80118ht Virginia plq d upon ber
beginnings of love for him until he deli te17 spoiled it all
beoause he _ that he oould not e t~a iDDOcent girl -in such
a manner. Aohill, had aeen the ~e o~ loy between the
two, pleaded With to let irginia alone. • ha1~ promaed.
Aohille, went to Virginia and ned her aeainat e4. hen ahe
sUBpeoted that da~er co~ront 4 'd, but ~01lD4 no one w~ 1IOuld
enlighten her about the pecui ri tie 8 of that d qer.

the next JDO rn1 nt to her beat :trie a, the Wi fe
of Doctor Cookburn, 'ho who leanaec1 the truth. then abe
heard tbat r fa her was at the betto of the8 thi a, ebe
sought ed aDd argued liia into tak1ns her own rine which a
not &IDOD8 tho account d ~or t t po t. , fi_ll7 88re,d to
aooept her ori~ioe D she told hi that her fat r was ndin
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her to Quebeo that summer to enter a sohoQl for young women•
.

In the night. Virginia and Bed quietly went aoross
the river in a canoe. On the other shore. Ned was full of
the future, as all men are. She was full of the moment. Bed
kissed her lightly in saying good-bre and, with true feminine
inoonsi8tenoy, she pa4dled sWiftly baok to the other shore in
a flare of aIl8er. le4 aw that he had hurt the girl whom he
had oome to love and he swam baok to make it right with her.
!bere occurred the real kiS8 of betrothal--interrupted bJ
Galen's Indians, who were searching for the mis8ing Bed. Bed
managed to elude the Indiana'.ntil Virginia was safe from
detection, ~ut he was UDsucces8ful in making good his esoape.

Taken back to Alb st. Bed refused to tell who had
helped him and stuck to the story that he stole Virginiais rifle
from her room. Galen did not 8U8pect that his daughter could
bave bad anything to do with the preme. ture escape.

Than Galen threateDid to have Bed hanged if he did
not tell who helped him and Ned tried to force Galen to .boot
him on the spot. Galen would have done so, had not irgiD1a
interfered. She confessed her part in the affair aDa ldly
t ld Galen she loved Bed. Thi8 de Galen hrious. He
denounoed Virginia--ordered her and her 10Ter from his post.
Virginia fainted and Bed oarried her into the living room where
he deposi ted her on the couch.

Galen, watching him go, bru8hed his hand against the
old match ade beariIl8 the name Graham Stewart", wh ich led bad
laid on the table during a moment of inealence in whioh he
lighted a oigarette further to exasperate Galen.

Gale went into the living room and there watohed the
return of Virginia to conaciousnes • still holding the match safe
in hie hand.

The matoh safe bro1l8ht baok bitter melllOrie s. He
remembered how he had unJustl" thought his Wife untrue to him-
how he had driTen Itewart fo~h to die--and how, years later,
Andrew evoy had confes8ed to the lies Which blackened Graham
and ElAdie in Galen's eres.

Galen went into the oounoil room again and faoed Bed.
Galen began to confess and Bed at onoe knew that he was faoing
the man he had norn to kill. Be told Galen so. Galen threw a
revolTer on the table and told ed that he stood ready--let d
kill him now if he thought he was right. Beet rai.ed the r TolTer,
but he oould not fire. Virginia 8tood in the way. Gal D ~ rked
that he felt 8a would always stand in the wq. Galen then Mnt
Bed aW8r for the night.

The nert morning there was much actiTi ty about the
po st. The Abitibi briga was going south. lIe4 was brought forth
e.nd,~o his surprise, he heard Galen Albret tell the men that he was
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to oommand the brigade on the wBJ 80uth. ~ther aurpriae
a~ited him. In one of the oanoea sat Virginia Ire ed for
the 10118 voyage up the Jlighty Hiver of t:_e • ed
turned to Galen. Galen indicated Virginia and 8aid:

"I do not give her to you. She i. in yonr oare. you
will take her to Quebeo. W)1at happens then, I oannot foretell."

Bed 8tepped into the canoe to a smiling Virginia, while
Galen 8tood on the 8hore and watohed the brigade paddle out into
the lake and from view around a point of land.

As Bed and Virgina 8at wi th cla8ped hauls 100kil18 into
the future, a head in8inuated itself between their shoulder. aDd
Aohille 8aid with a grin:

"80, )(1 sieu--you tali'La Longue Traverse, 8DTWB1--0u1Z"

v
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